FAUVISM 
The Roots of Fauvism…   
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Fauvism has its roots in the post-impressionist paintings of Paul Gauguin. It was his use of symbolic color that pushed art towards the style of Fauvism. Gauguin proposed that color had a symbolic vocabulary which could be used to visually translate a range of emotions. Gauguin believed that color had a mystical quality that could express our feelings about a subject rather than simply describe a scene. By breaking the established descriptive role that color had in painting, he inspired the younger artists of his day to experiment with   

     new possibilities for color in art.
Two Fauvist Artists: Matisse and Derain
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At the start of the 20th century, two young artists, Henri Matisse and André Derain formed the basis of a group of painters who enjoyed painting pictures with outrageously bold colors. The group was nicknamed 'Les Fauves' which meant 'wild beasts' in French. Their title was coined by the art critic Louis Vauxcelles (pronounced Louie Vu-Cell) who was amused by the exaggerated color in their art. 
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 Henri Matisse (1869-1954)
The Roofs of Collioure (oil on canvas, 1905)

 At first glance, the apparent freedom of the style seems to deny any skill or technique, but when you begin to analyze the effective use of visual elements you start to realize that there is an instinctive sensibility at work. The key to the success in using such exaggerated colors was the realization that they had to simplify their drawing. They understood that if they intensified the quality of color for expressive effect, they must reduce the amount of detail used in drawing the shapes and forms of the image. 
 Henri Matisse (1869- 1954)

 Woman with a Hat (oil on canvas, 1905)
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André Derain (1880-1954)
Portrait of Henri Matisse (oil on canvas, 1906)

Fauvism was not a formal movement with a manifesto of rules and regulations. It was more an instinctive coming together of artists who wished to express themselves by using bold colors, simplified drawing and expressive brushwork. 'Les Fauves' simply believed that color had a spiritual quality which linked directly to your emotions and they loved to use it at the highest possible pitch.
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Fauvism and Beyond

Within a few years, Fauvist techniques were adopted and developed by the German Expressionists and their various splinter groups. Fauvism was gradually subsumed into the canon of modern art, but its influence liberated the use of color for future generations of artists, who ultimately explored color as an abstract subject in its own right.
Franz Marc (1880-1916)

Red and Blue Horse
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